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SCL Sir Brian Neill Lecture 

“Disability & Innovation: The Universal Benefits of Inclusive 
Design” to be given by Haben Girma 

Tuesday 26 November 2019 at The IET, Savoy Place 

“This event is highly recommended. I had the pleasure of attending a talk by Haben Girma at Clio 
conference in New Orleans a couple of years ago and it was a masterclass in public speaking. Witty, 

striking and inspiring.” Elizabeth Fitzgerald, Principal, Fitzgerald Tech Law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m deeply honored to give the Sir Brian Neill Lecture this year. Thank you, SCL, for this wonderful 

opportunity to share my disability justice work with your community.”  Haben Girma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haben Girma is a disability rights lawyer, author and speaker and 

the first Deafblind person to graduate from Harvard Law School. 

Haben advocates for equal opportunities for people with disabilities. 

 

President Obama named her a White House Champion of Change. 

She received the Helen Keller Achievement Award, and a spot on 

the Forbes 30 Under 30 list. President Bill Clinton, Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau, and Chancellor Angela Merkel have all honoured 

Haben. 

 

Haben believes disability is an opportunity for innovation. She 

travels the world teaching the benefits of choosing inclusion. 

This will be the first time that Haben has spoken in the UK 

and SCL is honoured to be hosting this event. 

 

Who is Haben? 

Haben's mother, a refugee from Eritrea, made it to the US 

in 1983 and Haben developed a powerful path to success, 

rooted in her belief that inclusion is a choice. 

 

She has evolved her own technology to enable her to 

communicate seamlessly with anyone who can use a 

keyboard – including, memorably, President Barack 

Obama. 

 

In August Haben published her first book, the best-selling 

'Haben: The Deafblind Woman Who Conquered Harvard 

Law'. It has been featured in the New York Times, Oprah 

Magazine, People, The Wall Street Journal, and the Today 

Show. 

 

Oh, and she also surfs!  
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“I am delighted that Haben is giving this year’s SCL Sir Brian Neill Lecture. Her perspective is unique 

and she speaks with conviction and great humour. This is a treat for SCL.”  Professor Richard 

Susskind OBE, SCL President 

“Thank you so much, Haben for working to make sure that students with disabilities get a world-class 

education, just like you have.”  President Barack Obama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why attend? 

Haben's personal, practical and often humorous approach seeks to inspire those in the tech industry to 

make inclusion and accessibility the start and heart of any project. Using personal examples of the 

hurdles and benefits she has unearthed in her own brushes with technology, she wants technology 

designers to carry on pushing boundaries of what can be achieved, such as developing the enormous 

potential of haptics.  

Click here to hear Haben talk about the importance of accessible autonomous vehicles. 

 

Chair of the SCL Trustees, Mark O’Conor is keen to emphasise that Haben’s message should be of 

intense interest to a wide audience:  
 

“The extraordinary achievements of technology over the past two decades have opened up 

boundless opportunities to use technology for good. Yet Haben’s message that we should put 

accessibility at the heart of any project needs to be repeated at every opportunity, not just to lawyers 

and regulators but to every business or organisation developing digital services. Giving people in the 

UK the chance to hear that message directly, from one of the world’s leading advocates for change, 

is something that a Society such as ours should do and which we are proud to support. It's about 

changing mindsets, and we should all challenge ourselves to be open to that.”  

“In the year that celebrates 100 years of women lawyers, it couldn’t be more apt that Haben will give 

the 2019 SCL Sir Brian Neill Lecture.  Whether trying to help remove the obstacles that disabled 

people encounter every day or break the glass ceiling – Haben’s lecture will be universally relevant 

and she will change the way you think about the people around you forever.”  Caroline Gould, SCL 

Chief Executive. 

 

The lecture will take place in the Kelvin Lecture Theatre at the Institution of Engineering and Technology 

in Savoy Place which seats 450 people and is fully accessible. 

Live subtitles will be shown throughout the lecture. 

 

 

 

Sponsor the Lecture 

This is an unmissable opportunity not only to show your 

support for this event but widen your organisation’s reach and 

raise your profile with important opinion-formers from the UK 

and beyond.  

 

It is intended that any profits from this event will be used to 

establish an SCL bursary to assist a person with disabilities 

attend law school so please help us to reach this goal. 

Visit our dedicated Sponsorship Page for full details of 

the packages available 
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“She got out of Harvard, and you know what she’s doing? She is an advocate for opportunities for people 

with disabilities. Because in fact they have enormous ability, and all over the world that ability is going 

untapped, diminishing their lives and the rest of ours as well.”  President Bill Clinton 

 

Administration Notes 

 

Fees: The cost of attendance at the Lecture is £35 + VAT (£42) and is open to all. 

 

Accessibility at the venue: The IET is dedicated to offering the highest possible levels of accessibility. The 

IET's accessibility guide is available to download here. If you have any additional accessibility requirements 

when attending the lecture, please contact the SCL team at hello@scl.org 

Concessionary rates for academics, students, the unemployed and those on a low income. Please note that 

you cannot book concessionary places online. To apply for a concessionary place and request an invoice please 

email hello@scl.org. 

How to book:  If you wish to attend this event please book online or email hello@scl.org and request an 

invoice.  Fees can be paid by credit card, bank transfer or cheque (cheques should be made payable to "Society 

for Computers and Law" please). All invoices for attendance at this event must be paid within 30 days of the 

invoice date or prior to the conference.  

 

Please visit the website for full terms and conditions. 

 

Many thanks to our sponsors: 
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